
IMPORTANT DATES 

TERM 1 
                         

MonMonMonMon    12th12th12th12th----23rd February23rd February23rd February23rd February    

2 week Primary Swim Program  

(Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri’s only) 

WedWedWedWed    21th21th21th21th
    FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary 

GBC Swimming Carnival  

(Year 3 - 12) 

Sat 24th FebruarySat 24th FebruarySat 24th FebruarySat 24th February 

Pako Festa 

MonMonMonMon    26th February26th February26th February26th February 

School Photos 

MonMonMonMon    12th March12th March12th March12th March 

Labour Day Public Holiday 

TuesTuesTuesTues    13th March13th March13th March13th March 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

Pupil Free Day 

SatSatSatSat    17th March17th March17th March17th March    

Autumn Harvest Fes1val 

TuesTuesTuesTues    20th March20th March20th March20th March 

Secondary Athle1cs Carnival 

FriFriFriFri    23th March23th March23th March23th March 

Open Evening 4-6.30pm.  

Student dismissed at lunch 

ThursThursThursThurs    29th March29th March29th March29th March 

Primary Cross Country 

ThursThursThursThurs    29th March29th March29th March29th March 

Last day of Term 1 

2.30pm Dismissal 

2018 TERM DATES 

Term 1  Mon 5 Feb - Thur 29 March 

(Year 7 & 12 began Fri 2 February) 

Term 2 Tue 17 April - Fri 29 June 

Term 3 Tue 17 July - Fri 21 Sep 

Term 4 Tue 10 Oct - Thur 13 Dec 

_________________________________________________ 

Geelong Bap�st College 

590 Anakie Road,  

Lovely Banks, Victoria, 3213 

Phone: (03) 5276 1674 

Email: enquiries@gbc.vic.edu.au 

Web: www.gbc.vic.edu.au 

A Blanket for EveryoneA Blanket for EveryoneA Blanket for EveryoneA Blanket for Everyone    

Read: John 18:15–27 

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a mul1tude of sins. 1 Peter 

4:8 
 

Linus Van Pelt, be?er known as simply “Linus,” was a mainstay in the Peanuts comic strip. 

Wi?y and wise, yet insecure, Linus constantly carried a security blanket. We can iden1fy. 

We have our fears and insecuri1es too. 
 

The disciple Peter knew something about fear. When Jesus was arrested, Peter displayed 

courage by following the Lord into the courtyard of the high priest. But then he began to 

show his fear by lying to protect his iden1ty (John 18:15–26). He spoke disgraceful words 

that denied his Lord. But Jesus never stopped loving Peter and ul1mately restored him 

(see John 21:15–19). 
 

Peter’s emphasis on love in 1 Peter 4:8 came from one who had experienced the deep 

love of Jesus. And he, in turn, stressed the importance of love in our rela1onships with 

the words “above all.” The intensity of the verse con1nues with the encouragement to 

“love each other deeply, because love covers over a mul1tude of sins.” 
 

Have you ever needed that kind of “blanket”? I have! AEer saying or doing something I 

later regre?ed, I have felt the chilly draE of guilt and shame. I have needed to be 

“covered” in the manner that Jesus covered disgraced, shame-filled people in the 

Gospels. 
 

To followers of Jesus, love is a blanket to be graciously and courageously given away for 

the comfort and reclama1on of others. As recipients of such great love, let us be givers of 

the same. — Arthur Jackson 
 

Father, Your love, in and through Jesus, has rescued us �me and �me again. Help me to 

be an instrument of Your saving love for others. 
 

h?p://mobi.rbc.org/odb/2018-02-07.html  

Principals: Mrs Judy Sobey and Mr Neil Wetmore No. 1 February 7th 2018 

Year 7 Self-portraits 



SOCIAL MEDIASOCIAL MEDIASOCIAL MEDIASOCIAL MEDIA    
We recognise that the constant presence of electronic devices and their impact on our lives con1nues to be controversial. At GBC 

we seek to ensure that our students have a measure of balance which also brings with it personal responsibility. In the ar1cle be-

low, social media is discussed as a liability in the context of schools.  
 

Last week, Federal Educa1on Minister, Simon Birmingham, called on Australian schools to ban the use of smartphones in            

classrooms. While this may seem extreme, it is clear that the issue is conten1ous and will not go away. We expect rigorous debate 

on this topic as we move forward. 
 

Is social media a liability for schools?Is social media a liability for schools?Is social media a liability for schools?Is social media a liability for schools?    
by Robert Ballantyne15 Jan 2018 

h?p://www.educatoronline.com.au/news/is-social-media-a-liability-for-

schools-245517.aspx 

 

Whether for the purpose of school marke1ng or helping  students en-

gage with their learning, social media has a  ubiquitous presence in K-12      

educa1on. 
 

However, while this innova1on has its benefits, there are serious con-

cerns that it can also have a profoundly damaging impact, and even be a 

poten1al liability for schools. 
 

On January 3, 14-year-old Amy “Dolly” Evere? took her life aEer being 

bullied online. Sadly, this is just one of many tragic        examples of how 

social media can be used for sinister purposes, and with devasta1ng 

effect. 
 

Now there have been calls to bar children under 12 from using social media. 
 

Dr Michael Carr-Gregg, a youth mental health expert, says children under 12 should be banned from using social media. 
 

"It is as simple as that – yet I go to primary schools right across Australia and the principals are pulling their hair out because the 

parents aren't enforcing this," Dr Carr-Gregg told ABC News. 
 

“You have got up to 60-70% of primary school kids on Facebook, Twi?er, Instagram and Snapchat and they simply do not have the 

neurological maturity to manage their digital footprint.” 
 

Dr Carr-Gregg says society has to communicate this message to parents. 
 

“We have to educate them, and at the moment we are not doing enough.” 
 

Some studies conducted in the US have suggested that social media may be responsible for an increase in youth mental health    

issues. 
 

Jean Twenge, Professor of Psychology at San Diego State University, said depression and anxiety in teens began spiking in 2011 and 

2012 – when more than half of Americans got a smartphone. 
 

“The arrival of the smartphone has radically changed every aspect of teenagers’ lives; from the nature of their social interac1ons to 

their mental health,” Professor Twenge wrote in The Atlan�c. 
 

“There is compelling evidence that the devices we’ve placed in young people’s hands are having profound effects on their lives – 

and making them seriously unhappy.” 
 

Principals Australia Ins1tute (PAI) CEO, Paul Geyer, said today’s children live in a “constantly connected culture” thanks to 

smartphones and social media. 
 

“This can lead us to compare ourselves to others to a some1mes obsessive degree, and also means it’s difficult to truly escape     

unhealthy interac1ons that could previously be leE at the school gate,” Geyer told The Educator. 
 

In an effort to tackle these issues, Geyer said the PAI’s Family-School Engagement workshop will be offered this year as a               

professional learning opportunity for principals to network with peers, share ideas, and learn about best prac1ce in this important 

area of school management. 

GBC COMMUNITY BBQ/PICNICGBC COMMUNITY BBQ/PICNICGBC COMMUNITY BBQ/PICNICGBC COMMUNITY BBQ/PICNIC    
The College will be holding its annual GBC Community BBQ on Friday February 9

th
 (tomorrow). The evening will 

commence at 6.00pm.  GBC will supply tables and chairs and BBQs for those families wishing to bring their own 

meat to BBQ, or you may like to bring a take away dinner.  All families are encouraged to a?end as this is a  

wonderful opportunity to establish new connec1ons  within the GBC community.  



STUDENTS WITH ASTHMA OR ANAPHYLAXISSTUDENTS WITH ASTHMA OR ANAPHYLAXISSTUDENTS WITH ASTHMA OR ANAPHYLAXISSTUDENTS WITH ASTHMA OR ANAPHYLAXIS    
    

During 2017, the College updated its Asthma and Anaphylaxis policies as per Government ini1a1ves.  All parents of students with 

these medical condi1ons must submit an annual Ac1on Plan which is completed and signed by a doctor. 
 

For student well-being and safety, as well as accountability reasons, please note that if an Ac1on Plan is not  submi?ed by the  

commencement of Week 3, February 19th, students may be required to remain at home un1l the College receives the appropriate 

and completed Ac1on Plan.  
 

GBC STRIVES TO BE A PEANUT FREE ZONE                                                          GBC STRIVES TO BE A PEANUT FREE ZONE                                                          GBC STRIVES TO BE A PEANUT FREE ZONE                                                          GBC STRIVES TO BE A PEANUT FREE ZONE                                                              
We have numerous students who have allergies to peanuts. For these students, this is not a small ma?er, it can be life-threatening.  

If they eat any food with even a trace of peanut in it, they may require emergency injec1ons and immediate  

hospitalisa1on.  It is that serious.  Peanut products are not uncommon in school lunches (ie, chocolate bars, nutella 

snacks, etc). In spite of being reminded to do otherwise, children can some1mes ‘trade’ food and even the touch of a even the touch of a even the touch of a even the touch of a 

child who has been in contact with food containing traces of peanuts, will cause severe reac1onchild who has been in contact with food containing traces of peanuts, will cause severe reac1onchild who has been in contact with food containing traces of peanuts, will cause severe reac1onchild who has been in contact with food containing traces of peanuts, will cause severe reac1on. It is for this reason that we 

ask you to keep peanuts and peanut products out of the College.   
 

LOST PROPERTYLOST PROPERTYLOST PROPERTYLOST PROPERTY    
A lost property box is located in the student administra1on. Parents are reminded to clearly label all uniform items and personal Parents are reminded to clearly label all uniform items and personal Parents are reminded to clearly label all uniform items and personal Parents are reminded to clearly label all uniform items and personal 

belongingsbelongingsbelongingsbelongings.  Lost property will be kept for one semester.   
    

STUDENT SNACKS AND LSTUDENT SNACKS AND LSTUDENT SNACKS AND LSTUDENT SNACKS AND LUNCHESUNCHESUNCHESUNCHES    
It is highly encouraged for parents to provide a well-balanced diet for their children during the school day and in light of this, the 

College would recommend that families seriously consider the foods they provide in their children's lunchboxes and to only     spar-

ingly give lollies and chocolate bars; perhaps keeping these for the  occasional special treat.   
 

Take away foods being brought to a student at school is also discouraged.    
 

Please note, the Primary school is a H2Only schoolPrimary school is a H2Only schoolPrimary school is a H2Only schoolPrimary school is a H2Only school.  This means that primary students are only allowed to bring water to school. 

Likewise, primary students may only purchase water from the canteen; no other drinks. 
    

CANTEEN AND LUNCH ORDERSCANTEEN AND LUNCH ORDERSCANTEEN AND LUNCH ORDERSCANTEEN AND LUNCH ORDERS    
The canteen is outsourced to Wizecracka. 
 

The canteen is open two days a week for both recess and lunch on Tuesday and Thursday. On these days students may purchase 

snacks or a pre-ordered lunch.  
 

To order from the canteen, please write your child’s order on a brown paper bag along with your child’s name and year level.  All 

orders need to be handed to the office by the end of homeroom on the mornings of the canteen day or, at the very latest, recess.   
  

Whilst we may alter the menu from 1me to 1me we aim to keep the food as healthy as possible.  
 

All families were provided new menus in their informa1on pack sent at the beginning of this year. Please contact the office if 

another copy of the menu is required.  
 

FULL FAMILY DETAILS FORM FULL FAMILY DETAILS FORM FULL FAMILY DETAILS FORM FULL FAMILY DETAILS FORM ----    UPDATEUPDATEUPDATEUPDATE 
The family details were mailed out prior to school commencing. Could you please take the 1me to read over this and ensure all de-

tails are correct.  Correct data assist the College to communicate with you effec1vely and respecYully during the year.  Please com-

plete any missing/blank fields and return to recep1on.  Even if all details are correct, please ini1al the bo?om the form and return 

to recep1on.  If you haven't received your copy please contact recep1on. 
    

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCECONVEYANCE ALLOWANCECONVEYANCE ALLOWANCECONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE 
Families, if eligible, can apply for either Bus Conveyance Allowance or Private Car Allowance, but not both.   
 

• Bus Conveyance is paid directly to the school to subside the cost of running the College buses. If families have not yet com-

pleted a form, one will be sent home to complete and return. 

• Car Conveyance is paid on a termly basis and is paid to families by direct deposit, or can be applied to family tui1on fees. 

Applica1on forms are available at recep1on. 

• To be eligible for Conveyance Allowance (Car or Bus), a student must live more than 4.8km distance (by shortest prac1cal 

route) from Geelong Bap1st College and live outside of the Metropolitan Allowance Boundary. 

• The allowance cannot be claimed if a student lives within the Government School Contract Bus Areas.  These currently in-

clude Maude and Mt Anakie.  Students living in these areas have access to a free bus service once they have completed and 

lodged the 'Applica1on to Travel on School Bus in Geelong RO:38A' form.  These are available from Ma?hew Flinders Girls 

Secondary College. 

• Families who have previously completed Conveyance Allowance forms need only to advise the College that they wish to con-

1nue their claim for 2018. 
 

Please contact recep1on for more informa1on. 

 



    

CSEFCSEFCSEFCSEF 
The Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF) is available to be claimed by eligible families.  Families who hold a current Health Care 

Card, Pensioner Concession or Veterans Affairs Gold Card may be eligible 

to apply for this payment. Primary students receive $125 per year and secondary students receive $225 per year. Payments are 

made twice a year and are applied to family fees. Applica1on forms are available at recep1on and are required to be returned by 

23rd February. 
 

COLLLEGE PHOTOGRAPH DAY Monday February 26COLLLEGE PHOTOGRAPH DAY Monday February 26COLLLEGE PHOTOGRAPH DAY Monday February 26COLLLEGE PHOTOGRAPH DAY Monday February 26
thththth

, 2018, 2018, 2018, 2018    
Please note that College Photograph Day is early this year.  Photograph envelopes will be handed out soon. We ask that families 

return these envelopes prior to photo day to ensure that we have all the forms at school ready for successful and smooth photo 

shoots.  
 

Please make sure all envelopes are returned to the Collegeol by Thursday February 22
nd

. 
 

Uniform Expecta1ons for the PhotographsUniform Expecta1ons for the PhotographsUniform Expecta1ons for the PhotographsUniform Expecta1ons for the Photographs    

It is important that all students wear correct as detailed below.   

• Primary students are required to come dressed in their full summer uniform and not in sports uniform.summer uniform and not in sports uniform.summer uniform and not in sports uniform.summer uniform and not in sports uniform.  

• Secondary girls are required to wear their summer uniform, with blazer and 1e.  

• Secondary boys are required to wear winter uniform, including blazer and 1e.   

• Hair must be above the collar or be fully 1ed back in appropriate hair 1es (black, navy blue, white or scarlet).   

• Students need to wear correct socks and shoes, ensuring their shoes are polished.  

• Usual uniform expecta1ons are to be upheld, including hair styles, jewellery and makeup.    
 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE STUDENT ATTENDANCE STUDENT ATTENDANCE STUDENT ATTENDANCE     
The Department of Educa1on and Early Childhood Development (DEECD)   stresses the importance of student a?endance and has 

developed a  number of policies and guidelines.  Furthermore, the Department of  Educa1on and Training (DET) requires schools to Furthermore, the Department of  Educa1on and Training (DET) requires schools to Furthermore, the Department of  Educa1on and Training (DET) requires schools to Furthermore, the Department of  Educa1on and Training (DET) requires schools to 

submit a?endance data for Terms 1, 2 and 3, repor1ng reasons for absences (including acceptable and unacceptable) as well asubmit a?endance data for Terms 1, 2 and 3, repor1ng reasons for absences (including acceptable and unacceptable) as well asubmit a?endance data for Terms 1, 2 and 3, repor1ng reasons for absences (including acceptable and unacceptable) as well asubmit a?endance data for Terms 1, 2 and 3, repor1ng reasons for absences (including acceptable and unacceptable) as well as ts ts ts the he he he 

number of students who have an a?endance rate less than 90%.    number of students who have an a?endance rate less than 90%.    number of students who have an a?endance rate less than 90%.    number of students who have an a?endance rate less than 90%.        
    

All this a?endance data is then made public on the My School website.All this a?endance data is then made public on the My School website.All this a?endance data is then made public on the My School website.All this a?endance data is then made public on the My School website.    
    

AT GBC WE AIM TO:AT GBC WE AIM TO:AT GBC WE AIM TO:AT GBC WE AIM TO:    
    

1. Abide by the above requirements. 

2. Uphold the decision of the Council of Australian Government (COAG) to improve school a?endance.  

3. Make a?endance a joint focus for all members of the College community.  

4. Promote 100% a?endance. 

5. U1lise diligent processes for recording a?endance and to follow up unexplained absences. 

6. No1fy parents of unsa1sfactory a?endance (90% or below) and  record this on students’ files.  

7. Maximise student learning opportuni1es and performance by ensuring that children a?end school regularly, are punctual and 

value their learning 1me at school. Educa1on is a sequen1al process.  Absences oEen mean students miss important stages in the 

development of topics, concepts or skills (including emo1onal and social skills), making it difficult for them to “catch up”.          

Educa1onal research has repeatedly shown a strong correla1on between success and a?endance.  

8. Ensure parents fulfil these obliga1ons as it is ul1mately their duty to make sure that students a?end school at all 1mes when the 

school is open for instruc1on. 
 

PRIMARY SCHOOL BANKING PRIMARY SCHOOL BANKING PRIMARY SCHOOL BANKING PRIMARY SCHOOL BANKING ––––    TUESDAYSTUESDAYSTUESDAYSTUESDAYS    
• The School Banking Program is available at GBC and is an exci1ng rewards program designed to  encourage children to get into 

the habit of making regular savings. Every 1me your child makes a deposit at school no ma?er how big or small (the minimum 

is .05c), they earn an online token. The first token will be received upon the first deposit at school.  

• Once your child has earned 10 tokens they can redeem them for an exclusive Dollarmites reward item. Students will have lots of 

fun saving their tokens for these cool reward items.  

• School Banking is also a great fundraiser for the school. The school receives $5 when children make their first deposit at school 

and a  commission on every deposit made through the School Banking Program. 

• If you are interested in your child par1cipa1ng in this program all you need is a CBA Youth Saver Account. If your child already has 

an account, send along their deposit book with their money.  

CHICKEN CLUBCHICKEN CLUBCHICKEN CLUBCHICKEN CLUB    
Expressions of interest is being sough from studenbts who may want to be a part of a Chicken Club at the College.  

Chickens would be kept at school as pets in accordance with government guidelines.  
 

It is envisaged that a mobile coop would house the chickens in order to facilitate easy movement of the coop when necessary. 
 

If you are interested in being a part of this ini1a1ve, please contact Charmaine Roche-Bayer at flyingspurs73@yahoo.com.au or on 

her mobile 0421 767 433. 



GBC CAR PARKING GBC CAR PARKING GBC CAR PARKING GBC CAR PARKING     
Just to remind and advise all parents of the car parking procedures for morning drop off and aEernoon pick up.  

With a growing College, it becomes increasingly important that we exercise cau1on and safety when driving in the car park areas, 

especially during the start and end of school 1mes. 

We ask that parents strictly adhere to the speed limit and to be especially vigilent when students are in the vicinity.  

For morning drop off, parents can drop their children off at the designated drop off zone. Alterna1vely, parents wishing to enter P 

Block or M Block with their children are to reverse park and follow the designated path.  

Cars may not park in the center of the car park where the traffic cones are located, nor under the tree. Parking there creates a  

safety hazard as students would need to cross the car park unsupervised.  

Please refrain from driving or parking on the oval.  

We thank you for your considera1on and coopera1on in assis1ng us to ensure the safety of all our students.  

Used and New Items for our Autumn Harvest Festival 

• Toys 
• Soft Toys 
• Clothing 

 

*  No electrical items 

Back to School Clean Out 
------------- Donations Needed ------------

• Household items 
• Games 
• Puzzles 
 

DONATIONS: Small items can be dropped off at the office. For large items, please  
contact Nicole on 0459 510 984 who will arrange storage at the school 

     

ENCOURAGEMENT MEET ENCOURAGEMENT MEET ENCOURAGEMENT MEET ENCOURAGEMENT MEET     

Lara Swimming Club 

On Sunday 18th February at 9:00am, the Lara  

Swimming Club is hos1ng an Encouragement Meet at 

the Lara Pool.  The meet is a great opportunity for  

students to try compe11ve swimming and to  

determine their 1mes prior to the GBC Swimming  

Carnival on the 21st  February.  The events include 

Freestyle, Backstroke, Breastroke and Bu?erfly, along 

with "any stroke" and kickboard races.  Entry fees are 

$6.00 for individual events, whilst pairs relays cost 

$10.00. From 12:00pm, remain at the pool to  

experience the Summer Fes1val with appearances by 

the Mik Maks, Micky Trickstar the Magician and pool 

games.  Interested students are to collect a form from 

Mr Reid by the end of the week.  Online registra1ons 

are to be completed before Monday 12th February. 

 

57 BAY CITY SWIMMING CLUBS 57 BAY CITY SWIMMING CLUBS 57 BAY CITY SWIMMING CLUBS 57 BAY CITY SWIMMING CLUBS     

All schools compe11on 

If any student is interested in compe1ng in the Bay City 

All Schools Swimming Compe11on on Sunday 25th                  

February.  Please note that ndividual events cost $8.00, 

whilst relays cost $16.00.  For more informa1on and 

entry forms, please contact the College or Mr Reid. 



 

MEET THE 2018 FOUNDAMEET THE 2018 FOUNDAMEET THE 2018 FOUNDAMEET THE 2018 FOUNDATION STUDENTS TION STUDENTS TION STUDENTS TION STUDENTS     
I am very proud of the new Founda1on class and how well they have se?led 

into Geelong Bap1st College. Everyone has been so well behaved and     

suppor1ve of their peers. It is wonderful to see.  

As a class this week we have been working hard to write our numerals and 

our names on the do?ed thirds. Students have par1cipated in a number of 

new experiences such as Indonesian and interpersonal skills development.   

As a class, students have expressed that their favourite things so far have 

been: 
 

• the play ground  

• fun classroom craEs   

• learning to write their name    

• playing with the wood and blocks (nature table)  

• going to the toilet with a partner  

• sport   

• pain1ng   

• singing the Gummy Bear song in music   

• playing with the big kids  
 

Well done to both the Founda1on students and parents on a smooth     

transi1on into the College.   
 

Mrs Nicole Smith 

When I grow up I want to... 

be a             

vet be            

Batman 

be a            

vet 

be a        

ballerina 

be a        

ballerina 

be Elsa the       

Princess be a house         

worker 

be Elsa the       

Princess 

be a        

teacher 



ART AROUND THE COLLEGEART AROUND THE COLLEGEART AROUND THE COLLEGEART AROUND THE COLLEGE    

    

    

YEAR 7 ORIENTATION PHOTOSYEAR 7 ORIENTATION PHOTOSYEAR 7 ORIENTATION PHOTOSYEAR 7 ORIENTATION PHOTOS    



COLES SPORTS FOR SCHOOLS 
Coles Sports For Schools is back this year. How does it work? 
 

1. For every $10 spent at Coles, customers will receive one 

Sports for School voucher 
 

2. Families bring their vouchers to school, leaving them at the 

College office. 
 

3. Every voucher received by our College will go towards our 

tally to help us order sports equipment. 


